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(54) information display unit 

(57) Estate agents' information about 
properties is normally oniy available 
during normal office hours. Only 
restricted information is available at 
other times. The invention provides a 
unit which provides full details of 
properties at all times and which can 
also accept instructions from 
interested persons. The unit Includes 
a video (1), a monitor {3), a selector 
(4) and a printer (5). The unit is 
activated by a coin or card operated 
mechanism (2). 
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SPECIFICATION 
Information display unit 

5 The present invention relates to an Information 
display unit, particularly, but not exclusively, 
for estate agents and the like. 

At the present time, the normal manner of 
information display In estate agents is by way 

10 of brochures or leaflets usually supported on 
racks generally codified by reference, to a sin- 
gle parameter such as price. These are avail- 
able to Intending property purchasers during 
office hours, but not during non-office hours. 

15 During non-office hours, some offices display 
details of some properties for sale on a car- 
ousel which is disposed for continuous rota- 
tion in the office window so that properties 
are consecutively presented to a person 

20 standing outside the office in front of the win- 
dow. These details are necessarily limited usu- 
ally to a picture of the property and the pro- 
perty price. During non-office hours, therefore, 
the information which present arrangements 

25 provide is Inadequate. 

According to the present invention, there is 
provided an information display unit compris- 
ing means for storing Irtforrnation in discrete 
packets, means for codifying the packets by 

30 reference to at least one of a number of para- 
meters associated with the packets, means for 
selecting at least one of the packets by refer- 
ence to at least one of the parameters and 
means for displaying the or each packet so 

35 selected visually. 

In a preferred embodiment of the Invention, 
the means for storing information comprises a 
video tape or c3sc. The means for codifying 
the packets comprises signals representative 

40 of the parameters chosen. These may be dis- 
posed at the head and/or tall, of each packet 
of information. The means for selecting may 
comprise means for reading the signals and 
means for identifying the desired packets in 

45 accordance with the parameters chosen. A 
coin or card operated mechanism may be pro- 
vided for activating the means for selecting. 
The means for displaying may comprise a 
monitor (cathode ray tube) adapted to receive 

50 the video signal from, for example, the tape 
or disc produced by a tape or disc player. 
The unit may be housed in a vandal proof 
container construted generally of heavy gauge 
steel 

55 In order that the invention may be more 
clearly understood, one embodiment thereof 
will now be described by way of example, 
with reference to the accompanying drawings 
in which: — 

60 Figure 7 is a front elevational view of one 
form of video information unit according to 
the invention. 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the 
unit of Fig. 1 in partial section, and 

65 Figure 3 is a block circuit diagram of the 



unit of Fig. 1 and 2. 

Referring to the drawing, the unit, which 
may be mains or battery supplied, comprises 
a video or disc player 1, a coin or card oper- 

70 ation mechanism 2, a monitor 3 having a 
screen 3A and speakers 3B, a selection de- 
' vice 4 and a printer 5. These are encased in a 
heavy gauge steel container 6 which is dis- 
posed in a booth 7 approximately seven feel 

76 tall by three feet wide by three feet in depth 
constructed in reinforced synthetic plastics 
material, the booth incorporates a shelf 8 
which may be used on a support for the tak- 
ing down of details from the unit, should a 

80 print out not be desired. 

The units encased In the container 6, are 
electrically connected together as shown in 
Rg. 3. 

In operation, on receipt of a coin or card, a 
85 signal Is sent to the device 4 to activate the 
selection mechanism. The operator feeds m 
information via a keyboard 10. This keyboard 
is disposed at the front of printer 5 and incor- 
porates three rows of ten keys which enablee 
90 the property being sought to be chosen by 
. reference to the desired parameters of price, 
type and area. A further row indicates what 
action is required for example whether inspec- 
tion of a property is desired. This may be 
95 transmitted to a recording machine via a tele- 
phoneline. A plurality of individual videos ap- 
propriate to the number of properties available 
for display may be contained on one video 
tape or disc identified by signals correspond- 
100 Ing to the above mentioned parameters. These 
signals may be read and identified by the de- 
vice 4. 

On receipt of the keyboard information, the 
videos are those properties which meet the 
105 parameters selected on the keyboard are se- 
lected and the corresponding video signal fed 
to the monitor for display. If desired, the dis- 
played information may be printed out on the 
printer 5. 

110 It will be appreciated that the above em- 
bodiment has been described by way of 
example only and that many variations are 
possible without departing from the scope of 
the Invention. 

115 For example, Bach property could have its 
own individual tape or disc identified by refer- 
ence to parameters already described. One or 
more of these tapes or discs would be se- 
quentially selected for display in accordance 

120 with the parameters chosen. 

CLAIMS 

1. An information display unit comprising 
means for storing information In discrete pack- 

125 ets, means for codifying the packets by refer- 
ence to at least one of a number of para- 
meters associated with the packets, means for 
selecting at least one of the packets by refer- 
ence to at least one of the parameters and 

130 means for visually displaying the or each 



packet so selected. 

2. An Information display unit as claimed In 
claim 1 wherein the means for storing infor- 
mation comprises a video tape or disc. 
5 3. An information display unit as claimed in 
claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the means for 
codifying the packets comprises signals repre- 
sentative of the parameters chosen. 

4. An information display unit as claimed In 
10 claim 3 wherein the signals are disposed at 

the head and/or tail of each packet. 

5. An information display unit as claimed In 
claim 3 or claim 4, wherein the selecting 
means comprises means for reading the slg- 

15 nals and means for identifying the desired . 
packet in accordance wfth the parameters cho- 
sen. 

6. An information display unit as claimed in 
claim 5, wherein the selecting means is actt- 

20 vated by a coin or card operated mechanism. 

7. An Information display unit as claimed in 
any preceding claim, wherein the display 
means comprises a monitor adapted to re- 
ceive a video signal. 

25 & An information display unit substantially 
as described herein with reference to the ac- 
companying drawings. 
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